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There are witness accounts of the ground opening up and
swallowing whole sections of land, buildings toppling, and
power lines crashing to the ground. People are trapped in
their collapsed homes; early morning commuters were
crushed on crumbling highways. The injured are pouring
into medical facilities. Two major hospitals collapsed so

injured survivors are lining the streets outside of the facility

with one local official who is reporting that a large po
plant also exploded, cutting off power grids. It is har
determine the extent of the damage at this point, Dozens
are dead. Hundreds injured and many, many more missing
and feared dead.

that are still functioning. We were able to make conta;t/
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Disaster Vignette. A major earthquake rocked the central region of
the US early this morning. The US Geological Survey reported a
magnitude of 7.7, the largest ever in that region since 1812. Dozens
were killed instantly and hundreds trapped in the rubble of collapsed
buildings. Moments after the quake we talked with Mark Withers, from
a voluntary response organization who reported, all communications
in the immediate and surrounding area went down. Transportation
routes were also blocked. Gas and water mains ruptured igniting
massive blazes. No one was there to fight the fires, because wit
roadways crippled, the area was cut off from medical suppli

aid. In one area, earthquake damaged levees gave way

from the surrounding river rushed into the bordering cities

of residents in the city fleeing from the fires and chaos, évacuated to
shelters set up by the local government.

ETHICS AND DISASTERS:
A TOPIC OF EPIC PROPORTIONS

WHAT IS A DISASTER?
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WHAT IS A DISASTER? (CON)

EMERGENCIES OUR SOCIAL CONTRACT

WHAT IS SPECIAL ABOUT DISASTERS THAT MOTIVATES ETHICAL THEORIES AND ETHICAL
PEOPLE TO ACT AND RESPOND ETHICALLY? PRINCIPLES
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GENERAL ETHICAL PRINCIPLES PROFESSIONAL CODES OF ETHICS

SOLIDARITY JOINT RESPONSIBILITY AND
NON-DISCRIMINATION

» The Guiding Principles seek to protect all internally displaced persons in internal

conflict situations, natural disasters and other situations of forced displacement

» Internally displaced persons shall enjoy, in full equality, the same rights and
freedoms under international and domestic law as do other persons in their
country.
These Principles shall be applied without discrimination of any kind, such as race,
color, sex, language, religion or belief, political or other opinion, national, ethnic
or social origin, legal or social status, age, disability, property, birth, or on any
other similar criteria.

Certain internally displaced persons, such as children, especially
unaccompanied minors, expectant mothers, mothers with young
children, female heads of household, persons with disabilities and
elderly persons, shall be entitled to protection and assistance
required by their condition and to treatment which takes into
account their special needs.

THE GUIDING PRINCIPLES ON INTERNAL DISPLACEMENT STANDARD OF CARE 1
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STANDARD OF CARE 2 STANDARD OF CARE 2

» Seek community and provider engagement

» Special attention should be given to vulnerable populations
: ) » Adhere to ethical norms during crisis standards of care.
» A strong ethical grou't]dmg A _ » Conditions of overwhelming scarcity limit autonomous choices for both patients
» Integrated and ongoing community and prOVIder and practitioners regarding the allocation of scarce resources, but do not permit
engagement, education and communication actions that violate ethical norms
» Assurances regarding legal authority and involvement > Proy|d§e necessary Iegal prqtlecnons for healthcare practitioners and
institutions implementing crisis standards of care

» Clear indicators, triggers and lines of responsibilit: . . ) . -
99 P Y » Ensure consistency in crisis standards of care implementation

» Evidence based clinical processes and operations . .
» Triage teams, etc , Palliative care, Mental health support, Atte
to vulnerable populations, Real time information sharing
» Ensure intrastate and interstate consistency among neighbogn
jurisdictions

RECOMMENDATIONS 1: RECOMMENDATIONS 2:

PREPARING FOR DISASTERS: THE THE RESPONSE: “CRISIS STANDARDS
CHALLENGE OF CARE”




WHEN MIGHT WE NEED CRISIS STANDARDS OF
CARE

POSSIBLE STRATEGIES
TO MAXIMIZE CARE

WHERE DO YOU COME IN?
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POSSIBLE REASONS
FOR CRISIS STANDARDS OF CARE

. First-come, first-served?
. Lottery?

. Save the most lives possible by giving more care to
people who need it the most?
. Favor certain groups?
« The old OR the young?
« Healthcare workers and other emergency responders?

« Workers who keep society running (utility workers, transportation
workers, etc.)?

WHEN THERE ISN'T ENOUGH TO SAVE EVERYONE:..
HOW SHOULD WE DECIDE WHO GETS WHAT?

Get Medication

Equi) 13 In
et o the Puntc

PREPARING
DISASTER
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» Introduction of prevention » Disaster prevention in recreation »Fairness — inherently just to all individuals

measures : and touristareas ! »Duty to care duty to steward resources
» Importance of good quality » Disaster prevention in public :
healthy environment places - schools and hospitals » Duty to attempt to obtain best outcome for the greatest

. o : : number of patients with available resources — does not mean
a > ial prevention m res for .
g g‘a&’eﬁgﬂggs tr[;:lilsri]r;n S tsr?ee %ec‘)s?veulr?erta%le gergfl'.rl)se ik savelthelmostivestalcn B IR R e IR
awareness raising

» Participation — public input ~ » Organization of and . .
at national and local level participation in emergency drills »Transparency

» Freedom of expression > Pl‘evt—:-lntiye evacuation of 7 » Consistency
T populations . ;
» Access to justice » Proportionality

» Disaster prevention at the .
workplace y » Accountability

ETHICAL APPROACH TO ALLOCATION OF

ETHICAL PRINCIPLES APPLIED PRIOR TO DISASTERS
SCARCE RESOURCES AND TRIAGE

» Concerned with populations rather than individuals » Principle of social worth — people who have instrumental value —
e healthcare workers, government, etc
» Utilitarian: greatest good for the greatest number "
. : : » Random Selection - Lottery
» Public health interventions must be necessary and

effective to address the public health issue based on » Principle of fair chances — anyone needing resources gets them
currently available information until they run out

» Public health authorities must use least restrictive » Allocations based on age, overall health or disability - seeks to
alternative intervention available maximize quality life years

» Benefits and burdens of public health decisions should be »Life Cycle principle - child would receive preference

distributed equitably among society: “equitable » Allocate resources to those most likely to survive to hospital
distribution” discharge

> Neid for a fair process and transparency in decision » Sickest first
LG » Resources may be used on those most likely to die

PUBLIC HEALTH DECISION MAKING PRINCIPLES OF ALLOCATION

» Humanitarian assistance
» Information and » The importance of rescue workers
participation during » Measures to safeguard and
disasters rehabilitate the environment
» Necessary measures to safeguard

> gg&?;tlfgg SV and restore social ties U E STI O N S’)
» Respect of dignity Ethical Principles_z_)n Disast_er Risk Reduction L]
and People’s Resilience, Prieur M. European
> Respect of persons and Mediterranean Major Hazards
» Emergency assistance for Agreement (EUR-OPA)
the most vulnerable /

persons

// /A
ETHICAL PRINCIPLES APPLIED DURING
DISASTERS




