
General Information
 

Location: Embassy Suites Hotel, 555 South 10th
  Omaha, Nebraska 68102
  402-346-9000
 

Target Audience: Psychiatrists, Psychologists, Social 
Workers, Behavioral Health Providers, Public Health 
Officials, Nurses, Clergy, Emergency Managers, First 
Responders, and Security Professionals.

Registration Information: The fee to attend this 
conference is $60 if received by July 1, 2012.  Any 
registrations received after that date will be charged 
$70.  

Register online at:

http://www.disastermh.nebraska.edu

Please make check for payment out to University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln and send to:

  c/o Andra Backer
 University of Nebraska Public Policy Center
 215 Centennial Mall South, Ste. 401 
 Lincoln, NE  68588-0228

Hotel Reservations: A room block at the Embassy Suites 
Old Market has been secured for guests wanting to stay 
overnight.  The block is available for reservation  under 
“Nebraska Disaster Behavioral Health” and will be held 
until June 18, 2012. Guest rooms are available at the 
rate of $142 single or double occupancy.   
Call 402-346-9000 for reservations.

Credit:  Application has been made to the Nebraska 
Psychological Association to sponsor continuing 
education for psychologists for 5.25 CEs.   

For assistance with registration, please contact: 
Andra Backer
University of Nebraska Public Policy Center
402-472-5678 / ppc@nebraska.edu
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Nebraska Disaster 

Behavioral 
Health Conference 

July 13, 2012
Omaha, NE

www.disastermh.nebraska.edu



Conference Faculty

Larry Dewey, MD is a clinical associate professor 
at the University of Washington School of Medicine 
and an Affiliate Professor of Psychiatry at the Oregon 
Health & Science University School of Medicine. He is 
the author of War and Redemption, a text on the treat-
ment of PTSD written for clinicians, soldiers, their fami-
lies, and the interested public. He has treated combat 
vets from WWII and every subsequent war and conflict 
for nearly 30 years and was honored as the physician 
“Health Care Hero 2007” in the State of Idaho in 2007 
for his work with veterans. He was raised on a farm in 
Idaho but graduated from Harvard College in 1975. 
He obtained his medical degree from Harvard in 1979 
and completed a four year fellowship in psychiatry and 
medicine at Yale in 1983. He has dedicated his profes-
sional life to the treatment of our nation’s veterans.

Andrew Klatte has worked in the field of Mental Health 
and Developmental Disabilities for 27 years, the past 
20 years with the State of Indiana.  He graduated from 
the University of North Carolina–Asheville.  Mr. Klatte 
is currently the Assistant Deputy Director for the Office 
of Emergency Preparedness, for the Indiana Division of 
Mental Health and Addiction. He is a nationally known 
speaker and has presented on the topics of the psy-
chological aspects of terrorism, disaster preparedness, 
and mental health planning and response. Mr. Klatte 
is also the Director of Project Aftermath, a crisis coun-
seling Program. Project Aftermath has responded to 
10 major federally declared disasters in Indiana since 
1997. Mr. Klatte was the point person for the mental 
health teams that were deployed to Mississippi. 

Julius Landwirth, JD, MD is an adjunct professor with 
the University of New Haven, a member of the Con-
necticut Governor’s Steering Committee on Climate 
Change, and a member of the Connecticut Depart-
ment of Public Health Task Force on Resource Alloca-
tion During Public Health Emergencies.  Dr. Landwirth 
received his MD from SUNY Downstate Medical Center 
and received his JD from the University Of Connecti-
cut School Of Law.  Dr. Landwirth not only served in 

Conference Objectives
 

1. Describe how professional groups and health 
care institutes respond to the challenges posed 
by the tensions between traditional principles of 
medical ethics and the values underlying public 
health policy and practice during public health 
emergencies.

2. Describe how “outside the wire” combat vets 
differ from ordinary sufferers of PTSD.

3. Identify the typical treatments used for PTSD 
need to be modified when treating“outside the 
wire” vets.

4. Identify the types of combat experiences vets 
have  participated in before deciding treatment .

5. Define the special circumstances in an 
International Disaster Behavioral Response 
using examples of trauma experienced in Haiti.

6. Analyze the challenges and opportunities in 
disaster behavioral response in Haiti and the 
lessons learned from that deployment.

For more information, please visit:
http://disastermh.nebraska.edu

Conference Schedule

8:30 – 9:00 AM    Registration

9:00 AM – Introduction & Welcome

9:30 AM - Dr. Larry Dewey:  The Burden of Killing in 
Combat-Related PTSD: What Is It? Why Do We Ignore 
It? And How Can We Help? 

10:30 AM- Short Break

10:45 AM – The Burden of Killing in Combat-Related 
PTSD: What Is It? Why Do We Ignore It? And How Can 
We Help?  (con’t)

11:45 PM – Break for Lunch (Lunch on own)

1:00 PM - Mr. Andrew Klatte: Providing Disaster 
Behavioral Health in Haiti: A Perspective and Lessons 
Learned 

2:15 PM – Short Break

2:30 PM – Providing Disaster Behavioral Health in 
Haiti: A Perspective and Lessons Learned (con’t)

3:00 PM- Dr. Julius Landwirth: Ethical Tensions in 
Preparing for Public Health Emergencies (ethics 
credits)

4:30 PM - Adjourn

private practice pediatrics for a number of years, but 
also served on the Hartford Hospital Ethics Commit-
tee, Acting President and Chief Executive Officer at 
Connecticut Children’s Medical Center, Associate Di-
rector of the Yale Interdisciplinary Center for Bioeth-
ics, and the chair of the Subcommittee on Law and 
Ethics Embryonic Stem Cell Advisory Committee with 
the Connecticut Department of Public Health.  


